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Dark Stories for Young Adults 
Course number: ENGL 133  
Section: 3 / 4 Code: 3130 / 3131 Credits: 3 
Times:  Section 3: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:20 AM–12:35 PM    
           Section 4: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:45 PM–2:00 PM    
Classroom: Grossnickle 320 
Website: http://darkstoriesfall2017.wordpress.com 
Instructor: Prof. Corey Frost, Ph.D. 
Email: cfrost@njcu.edu    
Office: Karnoutsos 334 (☏ ext. 3114) 
Office hours: T-Th 10-11:20 AM, 3:50-5:00 PM or by appointment 
 
Course Description 
 
From the catalogue: In this course, students will analyze dystopian literature for young adults. 
These dark and edgy works explore repressive societies and contemporary challenges like 
environmental disasters, technological dependency, bioengineering catastrophes, and social 
inequality. Students will use these texts to cultivate their own ideas about social change and 
responsible citizenship.  
 
Dystopian literature, though it dates back to the 19th century, has been resurgent recently in 
young adult fiction, with works like The Hunger Games gaining immense popularity. We will 
discuss the nature and history of dystopian literature and read some contemporary examples, 
using them to analyze the real social and political problems they reflect. Students will develop 
their own ideas about social change and responsible citizenship. Through close textual analysis 
and discussion, we will pursue the main goals of this course: to practice effective writing skills 
and to cultivate civic engagement / intercultural knowledge—two of NJCU’s university-wide 
learning objectives. (See the complete learning objectives at the end of this document.) 
 
Requirements 
 
The most essential requirements for this course are reading / watching all the required texts and 
participating as we discuss them, as well as writing quizzes and taking part in other class 
activities. You will also write one research report and one opinion piece on a related topic. Your 
final grade will be based on: 

Participation (20%): Attending regularly and contributing in class will earn 20 points. Up to three 
classes may be missed with no questions asked; each absence beyond that will incur lost points.  

Quizzes (20%): A passage from a text we’ve read will be provided; you will identify the context 
and provide analysis. There will be 6-7 such quizzes; you must complete at least five. 

Panels (20%): You will take part in one of four in-class panel discussions on real-world topics 
related to the texts, in preparation for which you will research a specific issue and prepare notes. 

Report (20%): One week following your panel, you will submit a research report on research 
report on your issue. Your 1000-word report will outline why the issue exists, what is at stake, and 
what individuals can do about it.  

Final Essay (20%): You will write two versions of an opinion piece on an issue addressed in the 
panels (your choice). You will try to publish the short version (200 words) in a newspaper or other 
media, and we will include the long version (500 words) in our own class web publication.  
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Required Texts 

We will read four novels and some short supplementary readings, which I’ll provide. We’ll also 
watch a few films. The books will be available in the bookstore, but you can of course find them at 
various online bookstores (Amazon, ABE, Powell’s, Alibris), often at lower prices. Please buy, 
borrow, beg, or steal the four required books at the beginning of the semester.  

Feed. M.T. Anderson. 299 pp. (2012) ISBN 9780763662622 
Never Let Me Go. Kazuo Ishiguro. 288 pp. (2005) ISBN 9781400078776 
Ship Breaker. Paolo Bacigalupi. 352 pp. (2011) ISBN 9780316056199 
The Book Thief. Markus Zusak. 592 pp. (2007) ISBN 9780375842207 
 
Schedule  
Check the website each week for readings, assignment details, and schedule updates. 

1 09/05: Introductions, syllabus review. 
   09/07: Overview of dystopian fiction 
2 09/12: The Hunger Games (film) 
   09/14: Overview of young adult fiction 
3 09/19: Feed 
   09/21: Feed 
4 09/26: Feed 
   09/28: Feed 
5 10/03: Conferences (no class)  
   10/05: Panel: consumerism 
6 10/10: Never Let Me Go 
   10/12: Never Let Me Go  
7 10/17: Never Let Me Go 
   10/19: Never Let Me Go 
8 10/24: Conferences (no class) 
   10/26: Panel: genetics  
9 10/31: Ship Breaker 
   11/02: Ship Breaker 
10 11/07: Ship Breaker 
     11/09: Ship Breaker  
11 11/14: Panel: the environment  
     11/16: Book Thief 
12 11/21: Book Thief 
     11/23: Thanksgiving (no class) 
13 11/28: Book Thief 
     11/30: Book Thief  
14 12/05: Panel: civil rights 
     12/07: Last class: workshop 
15 12/12: Conferences (no class) 
     12/14: Conferences (no class) 
16 12/21: Final paper due 
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Protocols 
Communication: The best way to reach me is in person, either after class if there is time, or in 
my office during office hours. But when that’s not feasible, it’s best to email me. I’m going to ask 
every one of you to email me the first day of class, even if you have no questions, so I’ll have 
your contact info. Please follow these guidelines when it comes to using email: first, check your 
email every day (I’ll be using it to alert you to changes in the schedule and so on). Second, 
always use the same email address, preferably your NJCU address, or at least one with your 
name in it (it’s confusing for me if you are emailing me from multiple addresses). Third, when you 
email me, please mention the course (“ENGL 133”) and the topic (eg., “Essay 1”) in the subject 
header. And finally, remember that emails deserve attention to tone, diction, and grammar, like 
any piece of writing. If you don’t hear back from me within 48 hours, please write again.  

Attendance: It is vital, both for you and for our discussions, that you be present and prepared for 
every class. I recognize that sometimes life intervenes, so I will forgive up to three absences with 
no questions asked. It’s up to you how you use these days off, but chances are you’ll need them 
for something important (you may get sick or have an emergency), so don’t waste them. If you do 
have to be absent, you are not obliged to explain it to me, but when you next see me it is polite to 
say, “I’m sorry I couldn’t be here on Tuesday.” You should, obviously, catch up on the material 
you missed. Keep in touch with your classmates and ask them to fill you in.  

Punctuality and Personal Tech: Please arrive on time, or a few minutes early, so we can all 
begin together. Quizzes happen at the start of class. Turn OFF your phone, your music, etc., and 
leave it in your bag or your pocket. You may bring your laptop to use in class, but during 
discussions I will ask you to close it, because I want all minds to be fully present in the room.  

Submissions: For each written assignment, you will receive an email with a Dropbox link, which 
you’ll use to upload your document. The document title should be your name. Please do 
everything necessary to ensure that your assignments are submitted before the deadline date 
and time (generally, by midnight). As long as the work is submitted on time, you will always have 
the opportunity to revise it later to improve your grade. 

Academic Integrity: I expect that the work you do will be the original product of your own mind 
and your own labor and no one else’s. Plagiarism (presenting someone else’s writing or 
intellectual work as your own) is a form of academic dishonesty (or cheating) and has serious 
consequences. NJCU’s policy is strict: plagiarism on an assignment in this or any course may 
result in dismissal from the course and an automatic F, and the incident will be reported to the 
Dean of Students. The university policy on academic integrity can be found here: 
http://njcu.edu/sites/default/files/academic_integrity_policy_final_2-04.pdf 

Accommodations: If you are a student with a disability and wish to receive consideration for 
reasonable accommodations, please register with the Office of Specialized Services and 
Supplemental Instruction (OSS/SI). To begin this process, complete the registration form 
available on the OSS/SI website at http://web.njcu.edu/programs/oss (listed under Student 
Resources-Forms). Contact the OSS/SI at 201-200-2091 or visit the office in Karnoutsos Hall, 
Room 102 for additional information. 

Assistance: The most important factor in academic success is self-direction. It’s up to you to 
make sure that you are prepared for class, that you understand the material, and that you are 
meeting course requirements. It’s even up to you to stay interested in the material by nurturing an 
independent intellectual curiosity. But that doesn’t mean you are on your own; a large part of 
intellectual engagement is asking questions. If you ever have any difficulties or concerns, please 
let me know by talking to me after class or emailing me. If we need more time and my office hours 
are not convenient, we can arrange an appointment. If you’re falling behind, don’t wait until the 
end of semester to talk to me; we can surely negotiate a plan to get you back on track. 

Important Dates: 9/11 Deadline to withdraw with 100% refund  
10/11 Deadline to withdraw with 50% refund and “W” grade 
11/1 Deadline to withdraw with “W” grade 
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Learning Objectives  
 
• Effective Writing Skills 

Students will: 
1. Demonstrate awareness of context, audience, and purpose for writing, and attention to the 

assigned tasks (e.g. show awareness of audience’s perceptions and assumptions). 
2. Use appropriate and relevant content to develop and explore ideas through most of the work. 
3. Follow expectations appropriate to a specific discipline and/or writing task(s) for basic 

organization, content, and presentation. 
4. Demonstrate an attempt to use credible and/or relevant sources to support ideas that are 

appropriate for the discipline and genre of the writing.  
5. Use language that generally conveys meaning to readers with clarity, with few errors. 
 
• Civic Engagement and Intercultural Knowledge  

Students will 
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the complexity of elements important to members of another 

culture in relation to its history, values, politics, communication styles, economy, or 
beliefs and practices. 

2. Demonstrate awareness that one’s own attitudes and beliefs are different from those of other 
cultures and communities and demonstrate a degree of curiosity about what can be 
learned from diversity of communities and cultures. 

3. Begin to connect knowledge (facts, theories, etc.) from one’s own academic study/ field/ 
discipline to civic engagement and to one’s own participation in civic life, politics, and 
government. 

4. Communicate in a civic context, showing ability to do more than one of the following:  express, 
listen, and adapt ideas and messages based on others’ perspectives. 

5. Participate in civically focused actions and begin to reflect or describe how these actions may 
benefit individual(s) or communities. 

6. Identify intentional ways to participate in civic contexts and structures. 
 
• Discipline Specific Learning Objectives 

Students will 
1. Demonstrate awareness of the history of dystopian literature. 
2. Identify key characteristics of dystopian literature. 
3. Evaluate the significance of dystopian literature within its specific historical, social, and culture 

contexts. 
4. Examine the role of gender, race, ethnicity, and class, among other factors, in dystopian 

literature. 
5. Analyze contemporary challenges like environmental disasters, technological dependency, 

bioengineering catastrophes, social inequalities, among others as presented in dystopian 
literature. 

 
 
You can follow the NJCU English Department via the following links:  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/njcuenglish  
Instagram: https://instagram.com/NJCUEnglishDept  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/NJCUEnglishDept  
 


